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The work of Geoff Pilling, the political economist who 
has died aged 57, will play its part in the revival of Marx
ist theory for years to come. A working-class boy from 
Ashton-under-Lyne [Lancashire] who, with his parents' 
encouragement, did well, he brought the same critical 
unorthodoxy to his academic writing as inspired his ac
tivity as a socialist militant. 

He went from Audenshaw Grammar School to Leeds 
University where, in 1961, he graduated in economics. 
Posts at Leeds, Sheffield and Bradford universities pre
ceded a move to Middlesex Polytechnic (now University) 
in 1969 where he progressed to a readership. 

In the 1980s, he published two important books; the first 
on the relationship between political economy and phi
losophy in Marx's Capital, the second an analysis of The 
Crisis ofKeynesnian Economics. But he had already made 
his mark with an article on the law of value in Ricardo 
and Marx, in which he launched a salvo against one of the 
seniores of British Marxist scholarship, Ronald Meek. 

It was an intellectually courageous act for a young left-
wing scholar, and one which looks all the more important 
today, given the need to re-examine Marxist orthodoxy in 
the aftermath of the collapse of Stalinism. The article was 
reprinted in several languages. 

Filling's other writing reflected his wide historical and 
sociological as well as economic interests. Coupled with 
his sociability, this range served Middlesex's undergradu
ate and postgraduate students well. 

It was underpinned by broad cultural tastes, embracing 
Beethoven, Paul Robeson, Chaplin and Ryan Giggs. 
Pilling belonged to a generation which still laughs spon
taneously at the Marx Brothers: he often did. He was a 
fund of good stories about family, friends, politics and 
the cash-strapped, managerial absurdities of the post-
Thatcher universities. 

He never lost touch with his roots and was sensitive to the 
rigours, and the humour, of working-class life. His great
est passion went into his political work for the workers' 
movement and in the cause of the rebuilding of Trotsky's 
Fourth International. 

This commitment began at Leeds, where he joined the 
Marxist Society, set up by his future wife, Doria Arram; 
and met, amongst others, two Yorkshire-based Marxist 
lecturers, Cliff Slaughter and Tom Kemp. They had bro

ken with the Communist Party in 1956, when it was 
plunged into crisis by Khrushchev's revelations about 
Stalinism and the Soviet suppression of the Hungarian 
revolution. 

Convinced that an understanding of what had happened 
depended on a study of the hitherto taboo subjects of 
Trotsky and the Trotskyist movement, they were engaged 
in a re-examination of Marxism. Pilling was an able re
cruit to this project. 

He joined Gerry Healy's Socialist Labour League (later 
the Workers Revolutionary Party), but his loyalty was to 
a theory and a class, rather than an organisation or a leader. 
When, in 1985, Healy was expelled for abuse of his po
litical authority to acquire sexual favours. Pilling was 
amongst those who took up the task of regenerating the 
ideas which had been so besmirched. 

He saw the breach of the Berlin Wall in 1989 as Marx
ism's opportunity, rather than the signal of its demise. He 
worked for the revival of internationalism, through Work
ers Aid for Bosnia, then by his support, since their current 
fight began in 1995, for the Liverpool dockers in what is 
now a world-wide campaign against the casualisation of 
labour..Pilling is survived by his wife, his parents, his son 
and daughter-in-law. There are two small grandsons, in 
whom he took great delight. 

[Geoffrey Pilling, university teacher, Marxist political 
economist and revolutionary socialist; born Ashton-un-
der-Lyne. March 3, 1940; died, London, August20, 1997]. 




